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Letter from the Chair

Greetings to all members of the Altruism, Morality, and Social

Solidarity section! 

I hope this finds you all well. I wanted to briefly recap what has

happened in the section over the past academic year and

highlight new developments and program events coming up

in Philadelphia at the annual meeting.

First, we have concluded a very successful section election. Our

proposal to change the name of our Publications Committee to

the Communications Committee passed, and so did the

proposal to increase the dues of regular section members (NOT

student members) by $2 – from $10 to $12. The money raised by

this dues increase will go directly toward providing financial

support for the winner(s) of the Outstanding Graduate Student

Paper Award to help defray the costs of travel to the annual

meeting in August. Thank you to everyone who voted to

support these changes, especially the vote to increase dues to

support travel for our student members. 

We have also elected a slate of new officers who will take

on their new responsibilities in August. Our incoming Chair-

Elect is Dana Moss, our new council members are Jeff Guhin, 
Candice Robinson, and Shi Yongren;

and our new student council

representative is Emily Maloney.

Congratulations to all of our new

section leaders! And my sincere thanks

to everyone who agreed to stand for

election.

Penny EDgell, PHD
EMAIL:  edgell@umn.edu

TWITTER: @PennyEMN
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Letter From The Chair Continued: Penny Edgell

This newsletter also has an announcement about the winners of our section awards, along with a

list of everyone who served on an award committee or the nominating committee this year.

Congratulations to all our award winners, and my sincere thanks to all those who served on our

section committees this year! The section could not thrive without your hard work and

dedication.

You will all have a chance to greet our new section leaders, congratulate our award winners, and

thank those who served the section this year at our annual business meeting, to be held on

Saturday, Aug. 19th, at 9 am in room 105B of the Philadelphia Convention Center.  Immediately

before the business meeting, in the same room, and starting at 8 am, is our special Incoming

Chair’s panel, organized by Bin Xu, on the theme of “Morality and Global Civil Society.” And don’t

miss our open-submission section session, starting at 10 am in the same room, on “Interrogating

Solidarity, Justice, and Inequality,” organized by Corey Abramson. I’m so excited about our

sessions this year and hope to see a good turnout for both of them, and for the business meeting

as well, where our award winners will be announced and celebrated.

Looking ahead, it is important that our section continues to involve new people in both section

leadership and section service. Early in the fall, after our meeting in Philadelphia, it will be time to

recruit new people to run for open council positions and section officer positions, and we will

need volunteers, as well, to organize our open paper section and to serve on our award and

nominating committees. If you’re interested in being more involved in the section, please email

me at edgell@umn.edu or, fill out this form with your name and email address and any notes on

what you might be interested in doing. I’d love to hear from you!

One thing I’ve always enjoyed about working in academia is the annual rhythm of each school

year – fall semester, break, spring semester, summer. I enjoy the regular transitions and the little

rituals associated with them. This morning, the first morning of “summer” for me because I was in

an administrative position this year, I celebrated a bit by sitting on my patio with coffee, starting

the day slowly and listening to the birds. Whatever your summer plans are, my wish is that you

have a real break from the school-year routine and some time for relaxation and renewal.

See you in Philadelphia!

Penny

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w4pzM4BVw8J4BXoV8QwUnF0-e8ntz-yMB1ieqbFT8fE/edit?usp=sharing


The Moral Imaginary in American Public Life – 

Incoming Chair’s Invited Panel, ASA 2022
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New Section Officers

Chair- Elect (3-Year term begins in '23 as Chair elect)

Dana Moss, Notre Dame is an Associate Professor in the Department of Sociology. Her research and teaching focus on

collective resistance against repression and injustice, including the transnational repression of diaspora and refugee

communities by authoritarian regimes. Her award-winning book, The Arab Spring Abroad: Diaspora Activism Against

Authoritarian Regimes (Cambridge, 2022) explains how and to what extent anti-regime diaspora members mobilized to

support the 2011 uprisings in Libya, Syria, and Yemen. Her next book project will examine how and why members of military

institutions rebel against participation in state-sanctioned violence. To date, her work has been published in venues such as

the American Sociological Review, Social Forces, Social Problems, Mobilization: An International Journal, and Comparative

Migration Studies. She comes to the University of Notre Dame from the University of Pittsburgh (2016-2020), where she was

awarded the 2020 David and Tina Bellet Excellence in Teaching Award.  She received her PhD in Sociology from the

University of California, Irvine in 2016.

CounCIl members (2-Year term begins in '23)

Jeffrey Guhin, UCLA is an Assistant Professor of Sociology. He is the director of the Social Thought minor and is affiliated

faculty for the Islamic Studies program and the Center for the Study of Religion. He teaches courses on Islam, the sociology

of religion, the sociology of education, and social theory. He has published widely in magazines and academic journals. His

research interests include education, culture, religion, and theory. He is the author of Agents of God: Boundaries and

Authority in Muslim and Christian Schools. 

Yongren Shi, Iowa University.  He is an Assistant Professor of Sociology at the University of Iowa. The foundation of his

research is the sociological study of human behavior and group dynamics. He uses extensively large-scale digital trace data

and a wide range of computational methods, including network analysis, computational textual analysis, agent-based

computational models, machine learning, online experiments and sequence analysis. His research appeared in outlets such

as American Sociological Review, American Journal of Sociology, Nature Human Behavior, Social Forces, and Sociological

Methods & Research, among others. 

Candice Robinson, University of North Carolina Wilmington. She is an Assistant Professor of Sociology whose work

focuses on Race and Ethnicity, Social Movements, Black Middle Class, Civic Engagement, and Public Policy. Her work has

appeared in Sociological Compass and Sociological Perspectives and has an upcoming book discussing the 'Sociology of

Cardi B'.

Emily Maloney is a doctoral candidate in sociology at Duke University. Her research uses computational, relational, and

experimental methods to investigate questions concerning identity and emotion processes. Her current work focuses on

the role that humor plays in the acquisition of extreme identities and beliefs. 

student council representative (term begins in '23)



Outstanding published Book Award

Committee: Philip Gorski (Chair), Ruth Braunstein, and Elisabeth Clemens

Section Awards

Distinguished Career award

Committee: Jan E. Stets (Chair), Brad Fulton, and Barbara Kiviat

Craig Calhoun, University Professor of Social Sciences at Arizona State University.

Dr. Craig Calhoun’s portfolio contains decades of scholarship that has advanced our understanding of

altruism, morality, and social solidarity. Some of his important contributions to the mission of the AMSS

section include Neither Gods Nor Emperors: Students and the Struggle for Democracy in China

(University of California Press, 1994); Nations Matter: Citizenship, Solidarity, and the Cosmopolitan Dream

(Routledge, 2007); and Degenerations of Democracy (Harvard University Press, 2022). He is a prolific

scholar with 10 books that he has authored or co-authored, 22 books that he has edited, 70 refereed

articles that he has published, and 100 book chapters that address culture, religion, capitalism and

globalization, among others. Craig’s current research addresses contemporary transformations and

possible futures for the political economy of the modern world-system, for universities and knowledge

institutions, for democracy, and for shifting structures of social solidarity from local communities to

nations. He takes his insights out into the world and works to effect social change. You can see this in his

leadership in various institutes, and how his work often connects to or crosses over to different disciples

and professional worlds. For example, Dr. Calhoun has been President of the Berggruen Institute,

Director and President of the London School of Economics and Political Science, President of the Social

Science Research Council, and Founder and Director of the Institute of Public Knowledge. His impact is

evident across the globe. Dr. Craig Calhoun is truly deserving of the 2023 AMSS Distinguished Career

Award.  

Tavory, Iddo, Sonia Prelat, and Shelly Ronen. Tangled Goods: The Practical Life of Pro Bono Advertising.

University of Chicago Press, 2022. 

A novel investigation of pro bono marketing and the relationship between goods, exploring the complex

moral dimensions of philanthropic advertising. Interviewing over seventy advertising professionals and

managers, the authors trace the complicated meanings of the good in these pro bono projects. Doing

something altruistic, they show, often helps employees feel more at ease working for big pharma or

corporate banks. Often these projects afford them greater creative leeway than they normally have, as well

as the potential for greater recognition. This book sheds new light on how goodness and prestige interact

with personal and altruistic motivations to produce value for individuals and institutions and produces a

novel theory of the relationship among goods: one of the most fraught questions in sociological theory.

Honorable Mention: Galen Watts, The Spiritual Turn: The Religion of the Heart and the Making of Romantic

Liberal Modernity (New York: Oxford University Press, 2022).



outstanding published Article award

Committee: Shai Dromi (Chair), Robin Bartram, and Jacqui Frost

DeSoucey, Michaela, and Miranda R. Waggoner. 2022. “Another Person’s Peril: Peanut Allergy, Risk

Perceptions, and Responsible Sociality.” American Sociological Review 87 (1): 50–79. 

This article examines perceptions of health risk when some individuals within a shared space are in

heightened danger but anyone, including unaffected others, can be a vector of risk. Using the case of

peanut allergy and drawing on qualitative content analysis of the public comments submitted in

response to an unsuccessful 2010 U.S. Department of Transportation proposal to prohibit peanuts on

airplanes, we analyze contention over the boundaries of responsibility for mitigating exposure to risk. 

Honorable Mention:

Abbott, Owen. 2022. “W. E. B. Du Bois’s Forgotten Sociology of Morality: Contesting the Foundations

and Informing the Future of the Sociology of Morality.” The Sociological Review, 3802612211382. 

Du Bois's work, especially his early work, was explicitly concerned with morality, including

dedicated studies into the moral lives of black Americans and their perceived moral standing

in American society. His wider oeuvre was also regularly concerned with the role of stratified

moral status and power-laden judgement as instruments of oppression. Yet, the long-

overdue revival of Du Bois's contribution to sociology has given little credence to his work on

morality...The primary intention of this article is thus to introduce and explore Du Bois’s work on morality. 

Martin Eiermann, for: “‘Towards a Higher Morality’: Privacy and the Remaking of Urban Space During

Progressive Era Tenement Reforms”

This paper analyzes how moral codes are embedded into the material world by examining the politics of urban development in

tenement reform campaigns. Drawing on archival records, government reports, and census micro-data, Eiermann shows that

social reformers framed domestic privacy as a remedy to the apparent moral ills of urban life, aiming to manage the visibility of

families through spatial enclosure. The paper argues that the instrumentalization of space as the material instantiation of

middle-class moral imaginaries infused mundane features of urban space with moral meaning and elevated their political

significance, helping to translate abstract moral norms into laws that re-shaped urban space. The findings point towards privacy

as a vehicle for the expression of class-specific moral imaginaries in the modern United States and highlight tthe importance of

physical spaces as objects of political struggle during moral

panics.

Honorable Mention: 

Katharine Khanna, for: “Egalitarian Attitudes as Mechanisms for Status Enhancement: Social and Symbolic

Benefits for Men Who Support Gender Equality."

outstanding Student Paper award

Committee: Paul Josse (Chair), Wesley Longhoffer, and Aisha Upton



In TRibute to Vincent Jeffries

In 2012, Vince served as the inaugural Chair of the American Sociological Association's Section on Altruism,

Morality, and Social Solidarity.  I worked closely with Vince in the early years of the formation of this Section

and I can state with certainty that it would not exist without his tireless, behind-the-scenes efforts that

unfolded over at least three years.  In fact, our first bid for Section status failed and we needed help from the

ASA President at the time in order to have a second chance.  This resulted in "Morality" being added to the

Section's name.  Vince's field-building vision -- and he led a group of esteemed authors on an article about

the need for a new, coherent field that was published in The American Sociologist in 2006 -- inspired others

like me to help with the effort to launch a Section-in-Formation, which eventually became a regular

Section.  Vince was the heart and soul of the effort.  He anonymously subsidized graduate student

memberships to help increase our numbers to meet the ASA's requirements, he co-edited the Section

newsletter with me when I needed help, and he received the Section's Outstanding Published Book Award

in 2015 for his field-building book, The Palgrave Handbook of Altruism, Morality, and Social Solidarity. 

The common theme in all of this activity was Vince's heart of a servant, which traced back to his life-long

interest in the virtues and how social contexts might better cultivate them.  Vince genuinely cared about

the field, the section, the discipline of sociology, and especially the people who benefitted, and continued to

benefit, from the creation of a new space to share our understanding of topics that connect to virtue.  There

are of course downsides to (in-group) expressions of altruism, (unskillful) moralities, and (unhealthy)

solidarities.  Vince did not turn a blind eye to the negative, which was why he opposed the rebranding of

the Section as "Positive Sociology."  But he maintained an optimistic outlook that promoted the thoughtful

practice of the virtues and held that social groups could always become more understanding, caring, and

ultimately forces for the greater good.  I am grateful for the time I spent with Vince and for the generativity

of his life, which continues on through the work of the students he taught, his scholarship, the ASA Section,

and especially his friends.

Matthew Lee, Professor of the Social Sciences and Humanities, Baylor University

Research Associate, Harvard University

March 15, 1936 - March 3, 2023

Vincent Jeffries was the inaugural Chair of

the AMSS section and the editor of the

Palgrave Handbook of Altruism, Morality,

and Social Solidarity.



IN Tribute to Vincent Jeffries

A tribute to Vince Jeffries’ scholarship and as a best friend

I first met Vince at UCLA. We were beginning graduate

students in the Ph. D program in Sociology in the early 60s.

We hit it off right away taking the same classes and laughing

and talking together in the hallways and informal gatherings

of students and faculty.  I felt Vince was a good guy, a friend

and someone I could trust. After completing the basic course

work, we faced qualifying exams that allowed graduate

students to proceed on for the Ph. D. degree. Quals in

sociology were really tough in the early 60s with exams in

about 8 specialty areas  

Our friendship anchored our commitment to each other

as we became study partners for a tough exam. Vince and I

divided the labor each being responsible for certain readings

and meeting frequently to pool our information.  We both

made it!!  What a relief. Thank God. 

From this collaborative experience, I experienced Vince as

determined, with a strong work ethic, committed to  holding

on to key concepts and perspectives that he believed and in

interpersonal relations with others, kind  and sweet. 

This was the time of civil rights demonstrations across the

country and the Watts riot of 1965. Social justice issues were

everywhere present. We were both motivated to conduct solid

empirical research on race and class inequality to better

understand the mood of the 60s. Vince established himself as

a solid researcher at this time in the social inequality field. Our

collegial connection deepened leading to scholarly projects of

importance to each of us.

Vince and I co-authored two journal articles and wrote a

book on social inequality. One article dealt with White

reactions to the Watts riot and specifically the importance of

past social contact with Blacks as a key explanatory variable as

to how Whites interpreted the Watts disorder. We found that

Whites who lacked friendly egalitarian contacts with Blacks

prior to the riot were more fearful of Blacks, evidenced more

feelings of increased social distance toward Blacks, cited more

outside agitator explanations for the riot and voiced more

punitive responses toward the participants than those who

had had prior interracial contact.

In the book we co-wrote (1980s) we developed a paradigm

of four hierarchies –social class, race, gender, and age—each

affecting the distribution of power, social status, and wealth.

The interactions across these four hierarchies (as in multiple

advantage vs. multiple disadvantages in getting good health

care) became a fascinating project. We felt this was a major

contribution to the inequality field expanding the

stratification literature from the usual single focus on social

class to four stratification hierarchies in dynamic interaction.

Unlike many co-authored books we each wrote single

authored chapters on inequality topics in which we were

especially interested. 

Vince wrote a terrific chapter on the ideologies or belief systems

that surround and maintain stratification hierarchies. For

example, the belief, held by many, is that the system is open, and

opportunity abounds and the poor have only themselves to

blame for their lower socioeconomic position or their poverty.  

The book got good reviews and was adopted in upper

division stratification classes. 

In writing our projects together we frequently met at Vince’s

house, the two of us plus his large German shepherd dog.  It was

a great work environment. When we disagreed on some point

we usually argued for our position passionately while Rex the

dog would growl. Hitting an impasse, we would retreat to Vince’s

back small house and bat around his large punching bag.  (Vince

used to be a Second or Cornerman in boxing matches) We

always reconciled or compromised on our positions after

returning to the house.    

Following these collaborations, Vince and I went in different

directions. Vince moved increasingly toward writings on the

concepts of love, altruism, and that which brings people

together in solidarity, (sociology of good).  He was fascinated

with the writings of big classical theorists (like Thomas Aquinas

and Aristotle in their writings on the virtues, and more

contemporary sociology theorists like Emile Durkheim, Randall

Collins, and Pitirim Sorokin and their writings on morality and

social solidarity.) For example, Sorokin notes the importance of

altruistic love, the giving of the self for the welfare of the other, as

manifested in various forms such as volunteering, benefitting

oppressed groups, gratitude, apology and forgiveness. 

Aristotle’s virtues were key origins in much of Vince’s later

research (the four noteworthy virtues of Aristotle are prudence,

justice, temperance and courage).  According to Aristotle, the

possession of these virtues makes a person good, happy and

flourishing. Vince wrote several articles on family cohesion based

on the virtues. 

Given all these interests, Vince was increasingly driven to

found a new recognized area in the sociology of good, an

officially recognized area of sociology with altruism, morality and

solidarity in the title.  Getting a new area launched with the ASA

is no easy task.  The American Sociological Association (ASA)

demands a list of 200 or so supporters who support a new area,

will contribute to it in scholarship and are willing to pay a

membership fee for this new section. Vince’s dogged

determination as a key founder of the new area was exceptional.

He was absolutely determined to get the area off the ground

and accepted, and he did. An important note: I was struck by his

love for his wife Ceja and how it deepened and expanded his

sense of kindness, gratitude, and care for others. 

He was a friend and scholar, a social justice advocate and a

wonderful human being. I will miss him dearly. 

Edward Ransford, Professor Emeritus of Sociology, University of

Southern California



Member announcements

In Moral Minefields, Shai M. Dromi and Samuel D. Stabler consider five

recent controversial topics in sociology—race and genetics, secularization

theory, methodological nationalism, the culture of poverty, and parenting

practices—to reveal how moral debates affect the field. Sociologists, they

show, tend to respond to moral criticism of scholarly work in one of three

ways. While some accept and endorse the criticism, others work out new

ways to address these topics that can transcend the criticism, while still

others build on the debates to form new, more morally acceptable research.

Moral Minefields addresses one of the most prominent questions in

contemporary sociological theory: how can sociology contribute to the

development of a virtuous society? Rather than suggesting that

sociologists adopt a clear paradigm that can guide their research toward

neatly defined moral aims, Dromi and Stabler argue that sociologists

already largely possess and employ the repertoires to address questions of

moral virtue in their research. The conversation thus is moved away from

attempts to theorize the moral goods sociologists should support and

toward questions about how sociologists manage the plurality of moral

positions that present themselves in their studies. Moral diversity within

sociology, they show, fosters disciplinary progress. 

Available September 2023 through 

University of Chicago Press

AMSS PODCAST: 

Visit our site at https://podcasters.spotify.com/pod/show/amss. to

listen to conversations with section leaders Penny Egdell, Bin Xu,

David Melamed and more. 

Listen to our Latest episode with Francesca Polleta  - 

The Altruism, Morality and Social Solidarity communications

team has been recording interviews with scholars for a podcast

series on works relevant to the section and the scholars who

produce them.  If you are interested in talking about your own

research exploring altruism, morality, and social solidarity reach

out to a member of the Communications team! 

Appreciation to the Nominating Committee David Melamed, Chelsea Kelly, and

Francesca Polleta for their work with the incoming officers and section awards



Member announcements

Appreciation to all the members who served on 
our 2022-23 AMSS committees:
Nominating Committee:

David Melamed (Chair), Chelsea Kelly, and Francesca Polleta

Distinguished Career award

Committee: Jan E. Stets (Chair), Brad Fulton, and Barbara Kiviat

Outstanding published Book Award

Committee: Philip Gorski (Chair), Ruth Braunstein, and Elisabeth Clemens

Outstanding published Article award

Committee: Shai Dromi (Chair), Robin Bartram, and Jacqui Frost

Outstanding Student Paper award

Committee: Paul Josse (Chair), Wesley Longhoffer, and Aisha Upton



SECTION LEADERSHIP

Penny Edgell, University of Minnesota, Chair

David Melamed, Ohio State University, 

Past-Chair

Bin Xu, Emory University

Chair-Elect

Daniel Shank, Missouri University of Science & Technology,

Secretary/Treasurer

Section Council

Communications COmmittee

2019-2021

Bin Xu, Emory University 

Brad Fulton, Indiana University SPEA 

Mary R. Rose, University of Texas at Austin

2020-2022

Gary J. Adler, Jr., Pennsylvania State University 

Andrew Miles, University of Toronto 

Charles Seguin, Pennsylvania State University

Scott Hamilton, University of North Texas

Valentina Cantori, University of Southern California

 

Kerby Goff, Penn State University 

Mark Igra, University Washington


